470 Winter Street Ext.
Troy, NY 12180
(518) 283-1372
WWW.HOPELC.ORG
We are a community empowered by the Holy Spirit, called to bring God’s comfort, to
work for God’s justice, and to share the hope and love of Jesus with all.
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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come
into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
~ John 1:1-5
1

Happy New Year!
As we enter this new year, more than ever we need to know that God’s word,
as revealed in the person of Christ Jesus and the workings of the Holy Spirit,
continues to be present and active amongst us. The above pericope happens to
be one of my favorite scriptures. I confess, there has been much joy in my life
and for this I am grateful. But like so many others, there have also been
periods in my life of incomprehensible darkness. Situations that were
seemingly out of my control and well…just happened to me or those whom I
love. It has been in such times as these that I have found immense solace and
hope in the above scripture. Knowing that no matter the circumstances, no
matter how overwhelming or fearful life seems to be – God is in control. For
God sent his word through Christ Jesus into the world to help us know exactly
this; to know no matter how deep the night, the light shines bright, even when
we cannot see it. Hope abounds – and not just a wishy-washy type of hope,
but a hope steeped in the faith we experience through the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus. For even in the throes of such a time as this pandemic,
the church has been in the midst of a resurrection. New seeds have been
planted. New ministries have begun, and old ministries revitalized. The hope
and love expressed by this congregation to one another and neighbors has been
amazing. You, people of God, are the light of Christ in the world and I am so,
so grateful to be a partner in this ministry with you. Blessings to you this day
and throughout the new year.
Happy New Year!
Pastor Pamela Hoh
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From Our Beloved Getbehead Family…
To the Hope Lutheran Church Family:
It is difficult to come up with words which clearly express my/our feelings for what has been
happening in our lives over the past few months. The reality of a permanent transition after so
many years at St. Timothy’s/Hope and in the local community challenges one’s ability to accept
and deal with change/loss and the adventure of new journeys in life. Tears and laughter!
The friendships are irreplaceable. The memories are never forgotten. But there is always someone
who is with us-always; silently listening. Willing to be leaned on in hard times-even yelled at but
also there to celebrate the joy of life that He has given us. We have received a promise of
accompaniment never to be broken.
Thank you so much for the celebration of God’s gifts in our time spent with all of you on Sunday,
November 21. A special thank you to Pastor, Greg, Debbie, and the Macris’s (and those
unmentioned) for all their behind the scenes planning and preparation. The comments and stories
and the great food (always) brought back lots of memories. Yes, God does satisfy our needs! But,
most of all, thank you for the book dealing with the historical perspective of the times in which
the New Testament was written and the restaurant gift certificate. I look forward to reading the
book in the future (as it was too heavy to bring to WA) and enjoying a meal with family.
Ruth and I have been blessed in that God has given us the means to be able to spend as much
time as we do with our family near and far. But this also means that they are willing to invite us
into their lives. More blessings! Ruth and I, God willing, have desired to be an active part of our
grandchildren’s lives as they grow, and so far, that wish has been granted.
So, from across the country in the state of Washington, we send our thanks to all.
During this season of Advent, we wait with anticipation. Luke’s Gospel gives us the “Good News”
of what is to come and the “Great Joy” of knowing and having God’s presence in our lives right
now. Never let this joy slip away.
As Jesus says, “...And behold, I am with you always (even) to the end of the age.”
Matthew 28: 20
Jon and Ruth Getbehead

January 2022 Newsletter

Upstate New York Synod | December 2021

Dear Beloved Church,

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,
the Lord.
(Lk.2:10-11)
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields…an angel
appeared to them, and they were terrified. That’s the setting, that’s the
context for all that will come next. In that region there were shepherds,
keeping watch over their flocks that night, and as the glory of the Lord
came down around them, they were terrified.
I feel like that sometimes. Like a shepherd, keeping watch over a flock;
whether it’s my vocation as spouse, parent, son, brother, friend, or this call to ministry and a
vocation to share and serve. And sometimes, I’m terrified.
Not so much because I see angels, or ghosts. Terrified by what we see all around us: the
brokenness in community, families, and individuals. Terrified by the ways we humans hurt one
another, the ways we divide and conquer. So sometimes, as we shepherd and care for others,
those around us, those we love, including our neighbors, we are afraid.
“But…”
“But…” the scripture continues.
But the angel said…” The angel does not leave the shepherds in fear and anxiety. The angel does
not keep the shepherds waiting, wanting, or left wondering what is happening.
“But…” is the hinge of this happening, it moves us from fear into the future.
“But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of great joy for
all the people.”
Good news of great joy! This good news of great joy has the power to drive out fear. This good
news of great joy accompanies us when we are grieving or lost and strengthens us for the journey.
The good news of great joy stirs our hearts and activates us for the sake of one another, our
neighbors, and those we haven’t yet met.
This good news of great joy connects to our own stories. We hear God’s intention for our lives, and
how that works out is our "word" to share.

January 2022 Newsletter
Upstate New York Synod | December 2021 ~ Continued

Yes, beloved, it has been an anxious time. We are still grieving. Many have, and continue, to
experience deep trauma. But…
A Word comes to us to remind us of this gift of great joy.
It has been my privilege and honor to witness in these last four months the many and various ways
our church – gathered in 160 distinct communities – shares this liberating, salvific love with the
world.
As church together, we are actively engaged in worship, evangelism, hunger ministries, school
partnerships, advocacy, education, mentoring, supporting families, single parents, veterans,
seniors, refugees, serving migrant families, practicing climate care, anti-racism, and gender justice,
supporting people living without a home, and those who are incarcerated, and do much more. I
have seen love active in practices of restorative justice and the joys that come through the new
ways communities are discovering to be church in this time and place.
As church together, WE share this good news of great joy to others who live with fear everyday.
Your witness, your ministry, makes a difference in the lives of others.
Thanks be to God for you! Thank you for the ways you practice generous love, and for the joy you
share with a whole world in need.
Behold, I bring you good news of Great Joy, to you is born this day, Messiah, Christ our Lord!
In the Joy of Christmas,

Bishop Lee M. Miller II
Upstate New York Synod-ELCA
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On the Monday before Christmas,
we packed up shopping bags full of food
for 15 families to make their holiday
celebrations brighter. The families are
"graduates" of the St. Paul's Center. They are now in homes of
their own, meeting the challenges of getting back on their feet
again. We know that our help is much appreciated!
Many thanks to all who contributed food items, especially Karen
Hill who contributed all the green beans and corn. And special
thanks to those who helped pack up the bags. Many hands made
quick work!
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HOPE’S HANDS
Hope’s Hands opens 2022 with
renewed enthusiasm.

Hope’s Healing Team announces a reformed ministry for Hope’s service and outreach. The former Prayer Shawl
and Quilt Ministries will gather as one group offering members and friends
an opportunity to share their hand-crafted gifts and skills. Items quilted,
crocheted and knitted will be shared as signs of Hope’s prayers and support
for members and friends. Prayers will be lifted on all items created.
Tentatively the group will meet in person in the small classroom on the
third Tuesday each month from 10 a.m to Noon (beginning Jan 18, 2022).
Hope’s Hands is not limited to quilters, knitters or crocheters.
▪ If you have a project that you are working on, you are invited to bring
it along and to join the group for prayer and fellowship.
▪ If you would like help on a personal project, support is given.
▪ If you would like to learn to knit, crochet or quilt, experienced hands
are open to teach.
▪ If you would just like some in person conversation, talk is freely
shared.
If you are interested in joining the group or want more information, contact
Donna Littlejohn at 518-321-5917. (Note: Masks are encouraged for all
meetings at Hope and if covid-19 infection continues to rise in 2022, the
group may be put on hold. If you have questions about meetings, contact
Donna.)
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Emotional Intelligence (EI)
It is generally accepted that success in life is better predicted by EI than IQ.
It is generally accepted that emotionally-aware congregations are usually better able to process
the stresses that confront them than those congregations that are not. It could be useful for us,
individually, to think our own thoughts about each of these emotions, and if any is so inclined, to
share one’s thoughts with another. In the last newsletter, I offered the emotion 'awe' under the
core emotion of ‘Surprise’ and asked you to ponder your own thoughts.
This is what I have to say:
awe (inspired by a feeling of fearful wonderment or reverence)
My first thought is:
In a life not tainted by sin, awe would be the first response of
the created to the Creator. Under the Law, fear would be the first,
and, under Grace, gratitude.
In my life, the feeling of awe seems to be rare (though I am growing in my ability to experience
awe). Magnificent scenes in nature, usually elicit awe for me. I also experience awe when
I encounter someone with a Christ-like presence. (They need not be a professing
Christian). When a gifted athlete, musician, artist, or cabinet maker perform their craft adroitly, I
feel awe’s imprint.

For next month, please consider ‘disrespected’ under the core emotion of ‘Fear’.
In His Grace, WDM
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Worship Volunteer Duties for December 2021
Please find your own replacement if you cannot be available on date of assignment.

Altar Guild/
Comm. Asst. 2
Greeter
Usher

2-Jan
Worship
10:00am

9-Jan
Worship
10:00am

16-Jan
Worship
10:00am

23-Jan
Worship
10:00am

30-Jan
Worship
10:00am

Susan R

Debbie F

Maureen H

Charlie H

Bonny M

Marion D

Donna L

Pam D

Ja’net M

Lois B

Mike D

DeAnn S

Dickie D

Donna L

Charlie H

Assisting
Minister
Communion
Assistant
Snack Set-Up /
Clean-Up

Sandra G

Catherine J

Susan R

Chris N

Luis C

Pam D
(+ candles)

Marilyn D

Bonny M

Chris N

Lois B

Pam D

Maureen H

Charlie H

Donna L

Susan C

Offering
Counters

Pam D &
Susan R

Donna L &
Marilyn D

Bonny M &
Pam D

Donna L &
Charlie H

Bonny M &
Charlie H
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We will have ‘In-Person’ Sunday Worship Services at 10:00 AM. We will also
continue to live-stream our services on our Website, our Facebook page, on
YouTube, and through Zoom. The Zoom link for Worship Services will continue
to be posted in the bulletins.
Sharing the hope and love of Jesus with all

1st

6th

8th

Happy New Years!

Hope’s Kitchen
Community Meal
at Cornerstone Church
in Lansingburgh
* Serving from 3 - 6 PM

American Red Cross
Blood Drive

* (for those who RSVP’d)

8 AM to 1:30 PM
at HLC
Register Online

9th

12th

16th

Children’s Sunday
School Resumes

Congregational
Meetings

All Children Welcome,
Contact: Marilyn Dyer

Bible Study
with Chris Nash begins
on the Gospel of John
Every Wednesday
at Noon
via Zoom only

18th

19th

NEW! Hope’s Hands
Meeting

Worship & Music
Committee Meeting

10 AM – Noon

6:30 PM

Contact: Donna Littlejohn

via Zoom only

9:00 AM Every Sunday

11:15 & 11:30 AM
In-Person Only

